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WASHINGTON--Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that $2 million for construction of improvements to Route                12 was included in the final version of the FY '01 Transportation                Appropriations bill. This grant can be used for any of the improvements                proposed by the Mass Highway Department between Route 2 and the                Fifth Street Bridge. The bill is expected to pass the House and                Senate this week.

               "This money is part of a comprehensive effort to improve connections                within and between Fitchburg and Leominster," Olver said. "Safer                intersections and better accessibility are crucial for North Worcester                to thrive economically."

               Congressman Olver is a member of the Appropriations subcommittee                on Transportation and championed the funding in the final version                of the bill. Through his position on the Appropriations Committee,                Olver was able to secure close to $8 million in Transportation earmarks                for the 1st Congressional District.

               "This funding will be coordinated with Mass Highway?s initial                plans for Route 12 improvements," Olver added. "My hope                is that a cooperative federal, state and local effort will achieve                timely completion of these improvements."

               Fitchburg and Leominster have been working with Mass Highway to                identify major concerns, recommendations, cost estimates and implementation                plans for improvements to Route 12. Congressman Olver secured an                initial $1.5 million to design improvements for access to downtown                Fitchburg in the transportation authorizing legislation (TEA 21)                that was passed in 1998.

               These federal funds require a 20% match from the state, and language                in this year's Transportation Appropriations bill will help ensure                that Mass Highway will begin construction on transportation projects                around the state. The legislation requires the state to spend at                least $400 million in construction on projects outside of the Central                Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel Project. If the state doesn't spend $400                million on such other projects, federal funds for the Big Dig can                be cut off.

               "If this language has its desired effect, transportation projects                in Central and Western Massachusetts will finally start to move,"                Olver said.
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